Interaction of fusogen substances with the erythrocyte membrane.
The influence of the fusogen substances poly-(ethylene glycol) (PEG) and linoleic acid on the dynamics and structure of the erythrocyte membrane was studied. Linoleic acid disturbs the lipid matrix and nonlamellar structures were formed. PEG affects the stability of membranes by changing the polarity of the aqueous medium and the hydration state of membrane lipids and proteins.